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MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH                       

11001 MIDWAY ROAD               

DALLAS, TEXAS 

DEC. 12, 2008  TIME:     7:00 P.M. 

* NOTE:  MEETING STARTS EARLY 

 

THIS IS OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAYS 

DINNER MEETING – BRING A DISH. 

 

Refreshments are provided by 

volunteers each month.  If you 

have not volunteered in awhile, 

please sign up to bring 

refreshments at an upcoming 

meeting!  Sign the refreshment 

sign up sheet at the next 

meeting for the month of your 

choice.  A list of those 

scheduled to provide 

refreshments in the future is on 

the MEETINGS & EVENTS 
page at  www. 

goldentriangleexplorers.com/ 

 

Future Monthly Meetings                                                      

Jan. 9, 2009       Time 7:30 p.m. 

Feb. 13, 2009    Time 7:30 p.m. 

Mar.  13, 2009   Time 7:30 p.m.  

Apr. 10, 2009     Time 7:30 p.m. 

May 8, 2009       Time 7:30 p.m  

June 12, 2009    Time 7:30 p.m   
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     Our next meeting, on December 12, is our annual holidays banquet.  Each 
member should bring a dish, either vegetable or dessert.  Lee Caldwell will be 
bringing a ham and Mickey Greer the traditional turkey. The club will provide drinks, 
napkins, and cutlery.  This meal with our friends and fellow treasure hunters has 
become a real treat for many of us.  Although the nation is in recession and we know 
some others will not have as nice a Christmas season as some of us and all of us 
may face more uncertainty than in past years, I hope you will join me in attempting 
to make this a good celebration. 
 
     Some of our friends will not be with us this year as we have lost several members 
this year.  Keep their families in your thought and prayers.  And don’t be afraid to 
reminisce as we celebrate; they would want us to remember the good times we had 
together.   
 
     As we go into the new year, remember that we still need volunteers to serve as a 
Refreshments Chair and a Huntmaster.  I know there are members who can fill 
those positions and he/she may just be waiting for someone to ask.  So, I’m asking!  
And, please, tell Susan and Jack how much you appreciate their service in those 
positions.  People really need to hear a “thank you” when they have volunteered so 
much time to others. 
 
     And I would like to thank Susan and Jack in print, as well as the officers who just 
served.  Bill, Wayne, Mary, Alice, Jack, and Susan, I personally thank you for 
service to the club and I hope you know how much you have helped.   
 
     And to the rest of the membership, I hope you know how happy I am to have you 
as friends and fellow hunters.  I enjoy discussing history, coins, and relics with you 
and value you and your friendship.  Christmas just seems a good time to tell you as I 
know I have forgotten to tell some of you at other times. 
 
     If you missed the Denison Christmas parade, you missed a good one.  130 
entries were all decorated with the theme, “A candy cane Christmas” except the last 
one, a train carrying Santa Claus (with you humble editor as the conductor.) 
 
Mike Shaw, Editor 



 

CLUB OFFICERS 
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CHUCK HOWELL                PREZ@ 

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM� �
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GREG WILLIAMS                 VP@ 

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM  
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ROBT. JORDON    TREASURER@ 

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM  
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LARRY COOLEY  �SECRETARY@ 

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM  

 

OTHER CONTACTS 
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JACK ELLETT       HUNTMASTER@ 

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM  
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" � / � ' � � � � ) �� � � � %) ,                     
MIKE SHAW           NEWSLETTER@ 

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM    
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/ � 0 $ + � � � ) ,                                          
SUSAN PHILLIPS     WEBMASTER@             

GOLDENTRIANGLEEXPLORERS.COM  
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President 

 
The President’s report was not received in time to be included. 
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     The November hunt was held at Lake Cliff park in Dallas. Three people 
attended:  Joseph Harris and his grand father, William Chimitt, along with 
Jack Ellett.  Joseph won the prize for the most coins and coin of the day 
which was dimes.  No old coins or jewelry were found. But a great time was 
had by those who attended.   
 
     This is my final “Huntmaster Sez” . I want to thank the members who 
came out for all the fun hunts. It was really fun. But after another three years 
as huntmaster I am going to step down.  It is time for someone who enjoys 
the club but has not participated in any of the workings of the club to step up 
and do their share.  It is fun and rewarding.  I will be glad to help anyone get 
started. Due to another engagement (family matters) I will not be at the 
Christmas party. I hope everyone has a great time. 
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Expenses: 
11/11  Forrest Mahannah (web host)   95.00 
11/17      Lewis Murray (stock gold and silver rounds)       322.72  
 

Credits: 
11/15     Fund Raiser                            258.00 
11/15     Marble Drawing Close                      47.50 
11/15     Dues                                                 75.00   
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     President Chuck Howell called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. 
and welcomed everyone to the November meeting.  Two guests and 
approximately 50 members were present. Our visitors were Renee 
Farles, sister of Sue Wilson and Michael D_________ (sorry, we were 
unable to locate his last name).   Thanks and remembrances were 
expressed for Terri Caldwell, late wife of Lee Caldwell.  The Club will 
contribute a $50.00 donation to Operation Kindness in her name. 
 
     Chuck reminded the members that we are still in need of a 
huntmaster and a refreshment chairman/coordinator. 
 
     The Christmas party will be at the December 12th meeting.  Lee 
Caldwell will bring a ham.  [Volunteers to bring a turkey should contact 
Chuck]  All members should bring a dish, either vegetable or dessert.  
Someone, please bring something ‘chocolate’ for Jack Lowry. 
 
     Leftover silver coins not claimed at the club hunt in October are 
being equally distributed to hunt participants. 
 
     Prizes for the fundraiser were announced.  Treasurer Robert 
Jordan gave the treasurer’s report which was accepted as read.  The 
Secretary’s report was not given since a copy of the October minutes 
were unavailable. 
 
     On November 18th, Robert Marx will give a treasure hunting/diving 
presentation at Garrett Metal Detectors in Garland.  Also discussed 
was the possibility of a future club meeting being held at Garrett’s. 
 
     Mickey Greer mentioned that we should bring a toy to the 
Christmas party.  The toys will be donated to Toys for Tots.  Mike 
Shaw announced that Denison will have a Christmas parade and that 
the Red River Railroad Museum will have an entry.  Chuck told us 
about the member yearbook by the Rusk County club, and suggested 
we should consider something similar. 
 
     Appreciation for Susan Phillips’ job as refreshment coordinator was 
expressed in a resounding round of applause. 
 
     The program, “Legends of Treasure” was presented by Joseph 
Harris, one of GTES’ younger members.  Topics were “Cove Hollow 
Treasure of Sam Bass” and “Singer Treasure of Padre Island”.  
Joseph’s talk was accompanied by an excellent Power Point 
presentation.  We are sure it was an excellent program as much 
discussion and many questions ensued about hunting on Padre 
Island.  Thank you Joseph! ! 



 
The marble drawing was won by Connie Shaw, Gene Gibbs won the 
Badge Drawing, and Ron Rutledge won the Birthday/Anniversary 
Drawing.  Robert Jordan announced that the marble drawing will be 
replaced by a 50/50 raffle. 
 
Thanks to all who brought refreshments. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:36 P.M. 
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Door prizes were “V” nickels, Barber dimes and Barber quarters.  
Winners were: Lee Caldwell, Bill Chimitt, Carol Cooley, David Daley, 
Jack Ellett, Ann Gibbs, Olga Hankins, Joseph Harris, Henry Moore, 
Susan Phillips, Bob Slocum and Sue Wilson.�
�
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5    $100 Silver Certificate   Ronald Hankins 
5    $100 Silver Certificate   Lee Caldwell 
14-K Half Dollar    Jim Turner 
14-K Half Dollar    Ron Rutledge 
Uncirculated $100 Silver Certificate Chuck Howell 
Commemorative Half Dollar   Lee Caldwell 
1866 Shield Nickel     Joseph Harris 
1921 Morgan Dollar    Olga Hankins 
1922 Peace Dollar    Rick Ege 
1921 Morgan Dollar    Rick Ege 
1853 Seated Dime     Chuck Howell 
1 ounce Silver Round    Nancy Strobo 
Coin Set      Joseph Harris 
1845 Large Cent     Ben Hong 

 
 

Editors Note:  The monthly prize drawing is not only your chance to win nice 
prizes, it is the major source of revenue for the club.  Your donations help 
fund the prizes awarded for Finds of the Month contests, our contributions to 
other causes, and our own monthly and annual fun hunts.  
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Coins 
                      1st Ron Rutledge  1892 Barber dime 
  2nd  Jim Turner   1942 Walking Liberty half dollar 
  3rd Bob Lien   1910 Wheat cent 
   Betty Moore   purse full of coins 
 

 
Jewelry 

  1st     Julie Reiter   silver cameo ring 
  2nd    Betty Lien   10k gold class ring 
  3rd     Chuck Howell   sterling & gold ring 

  
 
Relics  

  1st Ron Rutledge           1902 Confederate Reunion medal 
  2nd Julie Reiter   copper arrow head 
  3rd Betty Lien   1943 dog license 

  
 
Most Unusual 

  1st Wayne Strobo  U. S. Coast Guard medallion 
  2nd Betty Lien   cross broken in separate pieces 
  3rd Ron Rutledge  mouthpiece for musical horn 

 
 
Second Chance 

  1st Jim Turner   silver ring 
  2nd Bob Lien   14k gold ring 
  3rd Ron Rutledge  heart heel plate 
 
 
 
Editor©s Note:  Please bring your finds and enter them in the Finds of the Month Contest.  Not only can you win 
a nice silver coin but showing what is still in the ground encourages newer hunters to keep looking.  Please be 
prepared to give a brief report on where you found the item. You are not expected to "give away" your Hunting 
spots but, "I found this on a house lot in Oak Cliff." or "This was in a city park in Garland." helps encourage 
less experienced hunters to try new areas. 
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SALTINE TOFFEE 

From the kitchen of Susan Phillips 

 
 
1 package saltine crackers 
1 cup sugar 
1 cup butter 
12 ounces chocolate chips 
 

Directions: 

Line a cookie sheet with tin foil. Then place saltine crackers in the pan edge to edge touching each other to fill 
the pan. Bring 1 cup sugar and 1 cup butter to a boil in small pan. Boil for 3 minutes (stirring constantly). Pour 
mixture over crackers and bake at 400 degrees for 5 minutes.  
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Larry Cooley found this while surfing the ‘net and thought it might deserve a place in the newsletter.  I added 
the last paragraph as I thought about the message: 
 
 

It is really no surprise that when the local economy turns downward that the crime rate also increases. 
All throughout history, during slow economic times - crimes of all nature increase because of a lack of 
employment which leaves too many people without the income they need to survive. Especially right now as the 
Christmas holiday approaches, local police are warning shoppers to be on the look out for people that might try 
to rob them during shopping trips to malls and other retail locations. 

 
While hard economic times will lead to a higher crime rate, the bad people that are always criminals 

during both good and bad times will still be around to make life miserable for the rest of us. The really terrible 
thing about a bad economy is that when crime is most on the increase, that is the exact time when city 
governments try to cut back on services like police and fire protection. These cutbacks make life even more 
difficult and yes, dangerous to everyone that lives in the area 

 
It just makes sense to really pay attention to your surroundings this holiday season and don©t let yourself 

get so caught up into shopping that you ignore potential dangers that could be resting in your path. I certainly 
hope everyone has a nice holiday season and just like in years past - a little prevention and intelligence will go a 
long way in making sure that you or a member of your family do not become a victim this holiday season. 
 
 Even if you are metal detecting in nice neighborhoods, you should remain aware of people coming and 
going around you.  It is easy to get lost in digging and examining a really nice find and you could be distracted 
enough to lose your possessions. 
 
 



PICTURES FROM NOVEMBER MEETING 

           
Joseph Harris may be our youngest ever presenter!          But there were even younger folks present. 
 
 
 

FINDS OF THE MONTH CONTEST 

           
Ron Rutledge’s 1892 Barber Dime             Jim Turner’s 1942 Walking Liberty Half 
 

           
Jim Turner’s silver ring             Julie Reiter’s silver cameo ring 



 
 

          
Ron Rutledge’s 1902 Confederate Reunion Medal     Julie Reiter’s Copper Arrow Head 
 
 

           
Betty Lien’s 1943 Dog License             Wayne Strobo’s U. S. Coast Guard medallion          
 
 
 

           
Ron Rutledge’s Mouthpiece For Musical Horn  Ron Rutledge’s Heart Heel Plate 


